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ESTIMATES OF REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE 
Consideration of Tabled Paper 

Resumed from 13 June on the following motion moved by Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich (Minister for Education and 
Training) - 

That pursuant to standing order 49(1)(c), the Council take note of tabled paper 1519 (Consolidated 
Fund Estimates 2006-07), laid upon the table of the house on 11 May 2006. 

HON ROBYN McSWEENEY (South West) [10.31 am]:  This morning I heard a very thought-provoking 
speech on early childhood development by Dr Fraser Mustard.  Dr Mustard came here from Canada to address 
primary school principals in Perth yesterday.  His speech was very interesting, but there were two points that 
stood out for me.  He said that if a child is exposed to a second language from about seven months of age, that 
child will later be able to pick that language up and learn it very easily.  Most of us probably think that a child 
would go to school and just learn a language, but that is not the case.  Dr Mustard was quite definite that the 
earlier a child is exposed to a second language, the better the language can be picked up later in life.  That is 
probably not news to children brought up speaking English in Italian families; that is natural.  I see Hon Adele 
Farina smiling, but those of us brought up in English-speaking families would expect to go to school to learn 
another language.  It does not really click in that a child exposed to a language at seven or eight months of age 
can learn that language very easily.   

The other point that Dr Mustard made was about genetic resilience.  When children are abused physically or 
sexually early in life, many of them have problems with drugs and alcohol later on, while others go on and do 
some very good work in the community and become very good citizens.  Some people do not fare very well 
because they have been abused.  Dr Mustard said that those who do well have a genetic resilience.  In all the 
research I have done on abused children, I have not seen reference to this genetic resilience.  I have always 
wondered why some children do very well and go on to do great things, while others suffer from depression, 
alcohol and drugs.  

Hon Kim Chance:  Some are more permanently damaged than others.  

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  Some are permanently damaged.  Some can rise above their experience, 
although many do not.  Dr Mustard said many more things in a very interesting way.  If members get the chance 
to listen to him, he talks about early childhood development in a very clear and concise way.  

Today I am having a couple of friends of mine to lunch.  Warren Johnson has just received an Order of Australia 
medal for his surveying work in the Kimberley.  His wife, Barbara, was president of the Shire of Wyndham-East 
Kimberley.  They are both good community people.  It was Barbara who first alerted me some 12 months ago to 
the Aboriginal problem in Kununurra of children being left in parks as their parents gambled or drank all night.  
She was very concerned about that.  It is a great shame that she did not continue as shire president, because it is 
only through people like her and Warren in a community that things get done.  

Western Australian taxpayers now pay an average of more than $200 per annum more in taxes than the next 
highest taxed jurisdiction of New South Wales, and nearly $800 more in tax per annum than the average 
Queenslander.  The 2006-07 budget confirms a very healthy position, with a projected record surplus of 
$2 billion in 2005-06.  That is expected to be followed by $1.3 billion in 2006-07, which is the government’s 
first billion-dollar budget surplus forecast.  Western Australia has a booming economy, with windfall taxes and 
royalty revenues expected to rise by some 45 per cent.  The government has not provided the necessary tax relief 
to the state’s overburdened taxpayers, offering just $117 million in tax cuts.  That is not good enough.  The 
majority of this amount relates to the phased abolition of the taxes the government was required to abolish under 
the goods and services tax agreement, and which other states have already committed to abolish.  Our tax take 
goes something like this: this year, payroll tax will be $1.428 billion, up from $1.211 billion two years ago; land 
tax $342 million, up from $315 million two years ago and expected to be $365 million next year; motor vehicle 
taxes, $757 million, up from $684 million two years ago; taxes on insurance, $339 million, up from $299 million 
two years ago; and other taxes, $209 million, up from $176 million two years ago.   
We are in boom times, but what about the future?  Regional country local government authorities are not 
particularly happy with this budget.  They see it as being very city-focused and offering little for outer areas.  
Many areas in my electorate could have done with the $1.5 million the government gave to the trade union 
education trust to help union representatives improve their enterprise bargaining skills.  I suspect this money is 
being used to train future Labor politicians, if the other side of the house is anything to go by.  Headlines in the 
Albany Advertiser referred to great southern shire presidents criticising the state budget, arguing that it treated 
regional communities as though they did not exist.  The article quoted them as saying that minimal attention, 
such as road safety and the provision of community services, was not good enough.  Jan Savage, who is a very 
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active shire president in Gnowangerup, is chair of the Great Southern Regional Road Group, which represents 13 
shires.  She wants financial assistance for regional highway network upgrades.  Ten per cent of the state’s grain 
harvest comes down Chester Pass Road into the Albany port, and the lack of passing lanes makes it extremely 
dangerous.  Governments need to get out to rural communities, not only to see what is happening around them, 
but also to see what it is like travelling behind a truck going very slowly without any passing lanes in sight.  I 
suggest that city members go and talk to shire presidents, as they know the area, and will have suggestions about 
what to do.  They know where the bad roads are in their areas, and the infrastructure that is needed to make them 
safe.  The Plantagenet shire president, Kevin Forbes, who has been president and shire councillor for many year, 
said that there is no voice for the bush, and one vote, one value legislation is coming home to roost.   
He obviously means that there is no country voice either in the cabinet or in the Labor Party because he knows 
that the Liberal Party works very hard for the area.  In time the Mandurah railway line will be looked upon very 
favourably by the people who use it.  However, it is being built at the expense of roads in the regional area.  
There is no doubt that money is being taken out of funding for regional roads and is being used for the railway 
line.  The Mt Barker northern bypass has been an ongoing project for as long as I have been a member of 
Parliament.  Hassell Road and Muirs Highways need urgent funding.  I refuse to travel on Muirs Highway 
because it is too dangerous.  The low speed limits placed on it are very necessary but are too prohibitive for a 
serious driver like me.  It is a very good speed for tourists because the highway is a goat track.  I realise that the 
government has allocated some $4 million for the upgrade of Muirs Highway, and I am thankful for that.  
However, it is a long and very dangerous road because of the number of trucks that use it. 

Hon Kim Chance:  What are the principal problems with Muirs Highway?  I am not familiar with all of it. 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  It is very narrow.  It was constructed years ago and some sections of it have 
been widened since, but not many.  It is a long and winding tourist road.  The speed limit is 90 kilometres an 
hour for about 60 kilometres out of Manjimup. 

Hon Kim Chance:  Is it also carrying more heavy transport than it was designed for? 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  It does carry heavy transport.  I would hate to meet a truck that was speeding on 
it.  There is the danger of hitting kangaroos, and blue gums have been planted on each side of the highway in 
some sections.  It is very dangerous because of its narrowness.  Hon Matt Benson-Lidholm has probably 
travelled on Muirs Highway often enough to know that also. 
The Mt Barker Primary School has been in need of replacement for some time and it is pleasing that $4 million 
will be provided for that.  The school’s replacement has been on the agenda for quite some time.  Shire of 
Denmark president Kim Barrow acknowledged the $4 million that the government has provided to continue 
work on the Denmark District Hospital.  That hospital has had a long history and very badly needs to be 
demolished and replaced with a new hospital.  There has been some division in the community about where the 
hospital should eventually go, but it is time for those divisions to be put aside and for Denmark to receive a new 
hospital.  As I said, it is an ongoing project. 
Since February, I have been the shadow spokesperson for local government and have visited many councils.  
Last week Hon Bruce Donaldson, Hon Anthony Fels, Gary Snook and I travelled to the wheatbelt councils, 
which made us feel very welcome.  The councils have the same stories to tell.  It is very good travelling with 
Hon Bruce Donaldson because he was the first president of the then Western Australian Municipal Association 
before he became a member of Parliament.  It feels like home week walking into the wheatbelt councils with 
Hon Bruce Donaldson.  As I said, they made us feel very welcome and they all have the same stories to tell.  One 
of the most pressing concerns is that they have no land to release for residential lots.  Some councils have 
problems releasing land for industrial and commercial purposes, but their main concerns are about residential 
land.  It does not matter whether it is Cranbrook or further inland, the councils all say the same thing.  It takes 28 
minutes to get to Wongan Hills by plane and it is a two-hour drive from Perth.  People think that the lovely old 
houses are a bargain and so they buy them, but they also want to set up and live there. 
Hon Kim Chance:  The Shire of Wongan-Ballidu has done extensive semi-rural developments to the north of 
the town.  It may now be running out of land, but it has done excellent work. 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  It has.  I was going to mention that.  The minister jumped in before me.  The 
problem needs to be considered because it is holding up progress in many communities.  It is interesting to see 
how councils try to overcome that problem.  The Shire of Wongan-Ballidu is buying private land.  It is doing a 
fantastic job developing the land at cost, which is probably $30 000 or $40 000 a block, and selling it for the 
same price.  A couple of years ago the shire could have given away the land for just a couple of thousand dollars, 
which is not an uncommon situation around the state.  The developments that the minister mentioned are 
fantastic.  The farmer who is sitting between the two developments probably has a big smile on his face; he 
knows that the same thing will happen to his property because the shire is buying the flat land. 
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Hon Kim Chance:  I am glad that the member is visiting several councils because it gives her an opportunity to 
suggest to councils what is being done elsewhere.  The urban reconstruction that we have seen in the Town of 
Northam, for example, is another way forward.  I have suggested to the Shire of Collie that it must look at what 
is happening in Northam because it is brilliant. 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  It is interesting to travel to the various communities and see what they are 
doing.  I can then pass on that information to other communities.  Some councils are very proactive.  The money 
they receive for streetscape development is provided by the commonwealth government and the state 
government.  Donnybrook is a classic example.  A few years ago a headline declared it to be the ugliest town in 
the state.  The Shire of Donnybrook-Balingup took great offence to that, which was perhaps the catalyst for what 
it has done since; it is a beautiful town.  The Green Corps had a lot to do with the development of the 
amphitheatre in conjunction with the shire.  A bridge at the back of Donnybrook has been built, although it has 
not been opened yet.  It is similar to the bridge at Pinjarra but is not as big.  Has the minister seen the bridge in 
the park in Pinjarra? 

Hon Kim Chance:  Yes. 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  The Shire of Donnybrook-Balingup has done a similar thing on a smaller scale.  
It is very good. 

Land development and land release is a problem in the city too.  When LandCorp releases land, can some of the 
blocks be reserved for first home buyers, similar to the first home owners grant but for people who want to build 
a home?  Obviously the sale of private land could not be regulated, but perhaps LandCorp could reserve a few 
blocks in new developments for young people.  Otherwise, how will they get into the market?  I was at Port 
Kennedy the other day, but I did not buy a million-dollar house, as Hon Barry House said!  The price of property 
in Port Kennedy is going mad.  The current average house price in Perth - in places such as Maddington or 
Gosnells - is $350 000.  It has gone crazy.  That is not uncommon in places such as Wongan Hills either.  That 
has gone mad too.  The average price for a home in Bridgetown, which is my home town, will be $410 000 by 
2010.  One cannot imagine Bridgetown with an average house price of $410 000, but that will happen.  Two new 
developments are being sold in Bridgetown called the Highland Estate and Bridgetown Gardens.  Bridgetown 
Gardens has beautiful homes.  I saw a home on the Highland Estate which is of Perth quality and which is being 
sold for $430 000.  It is empty and it is being sold for between $425 000 and $430 000.  How can first home 
buyers get into the land market now?  There is nothing to stop speculators from buying houses in a development.  
I would hate to stop that happening because I am in a party that does not believe in that, but surely some blocks 
could be set aside for young people to purchase.  That is worth looking at, otherwise they will never be able to 
afford it.  I would hate to see a society that did that to its young people. 

Hon Kim Chance:  There is a number of questions about what community service obligations ought to be 
applied to LandCorp’s dealings.  I think that is an interesting facet.  That is the way it would be done - through a 
community service obligation.  LandCorp has a set of principles to which it has to adhere.  Saying, “Here is the 
community service obligation to allow you to do this” as the member has described, is one way to do it. 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  It would not stop speculators from buying other blocks, but it would put the 
young people in the market. 

Hon Kim Chance:  Yes, set a number of blocks aside and make them available by ballot, for example. 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  Yes; private developers are using ballots to allocate blocks, and that is a good 
system.  However, I think there has to be more in place.  We need to encourage our young people so that they do 
not have to compete. 

My electorate office is in Albany.  Peter Watson, the member for Albany, tells me to go back to Bridgetown 
when I get a bit heated about things in Albany.  However, I remind him that Albany is part of the South West 
Region and, although I live in Bridgetown, my electorate, and the electorate of Hon Matt Benson-Lidholm, 
covers the area from Albany to Mandurah - it is a huge area.  As I said, Albany is part of my electorate and it is a 
very special, precious and pretty part of my electorate.  However, most of the projects listed in the budget are not 
new projects.  They include the upgrade by the Country High School Hostels Authority of the Albany 
Residential College, the Albany waterfront project, the redevelopment of the Albany Regional Hospital, water 
and sewerage upgrades and further works on the ring-road.  That is not to say that these projects are not 
extremely worthy; they are all extremely worthy.  However, they are not new.  I have been to meetings at the 
school hostel, and it is high time that that was upgraded.  That hostel has been added to for many years and it is 
like a rabbit warren.  It is a credit to the people who run it for the kids.  The kids do not seem to mind that they 
live in overcrowded conditions - kids are kids.  However, it is very good that money has been approved. 

The Albany waterfront project is a fine concept on paper.  However, I have great trouble visualising how 
everything will come together safely.  The railway line and the road going into the port, of course, will carry 
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trains and road trains.  The entertainment centre will be at the front of the development, and I believe that the 
bridge that is to be constructed will lift up when heavy traffic goes underneath it.  I wonder how it will happen.  I 
know that it happens in Sydney.  There are bridges in the outer suburbs that hold up traffic.  However, I wonder 
how that will work in Albany.  I am concerned that the truck numbers - I have read them out in other speeches I 
have made in here - will increase at a huge rate.  I believe it will be a really bad situation because there will be 
people, cars, trucks and trains in that area.  I am not suggesting that the waterfront development is not needed.  It 
can be done really well.  However, I cannot visualise the development happening in the amount of space that is 
available, even though I have seen it on plans.  I wonder how it will all work.  However, all credit to the 
government; it has provided $27 million for the project, although I have yet to see a shovel put in the ground.  I 
think there should be more strategic planning for that project so that it can be made safer.  I am sure that the 
government will do that because no government is silly enough to put an entertainment centre into that area, with 
trucks, cars and people going everywhere. 

Bunbury badly needs an outer ring-road built to take the traffic load going into the port.  It should be done long 
before 2010.  There are already huge problems with that area.  I believe the mayor, David Smith, said on radio 
that another road will have to be closed in the near future because of the loads going through the area; it is 
dangerous.  That road will be dedicated for the use of trucks and it needs to be pushed through.  It will benefit 
the whole of the south west, not only Bunbury.  It is a major infrastructure project that should be built by 2008. 

Where is the strategic plan for infrastructure development for the south west?  At the moment, it seems to be 
crisis driven, which is not a good way for a government to plan.  I do not think this government is an orphan in 
that regard.  The Bridgetown bypass has been allocated an amount of $11.7 million and, as I have done before, I 
thank the minister for that.  However, it gives me hives at night because the town is divided over the project.  It 
will be short-sighted to take up the railway, and even I cannot see how another railway reserve can be created.  
However, that is the government’s problem and perhaps further consideration should be given to that.  Another 
rail reserve could be created, but that would mean that a lot of buildings would have to be knocked down.  I do 
not want to see this issue go to another referendum.  That time has passed.  There is a process in place and, while 
I do not like where the bypass will go, I understand the need for it to be constructed because there were between 
4 600 and 6 400 traffic movements on the road six to eight months ago - that is huge.  The figure included car 
and truck movements. 
Hon Paul Llewellyn:  Is that a heavy freight bypass or a general traffic bypass for Bridgetown?  Is there some 
move towards making it a general bypass and not a heavy freight bypass? 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  No, it is a deviation.  It would be good if it could be a deviation strictly for 
trucks.  Perhaps that is something that we could look at.  However, I do not believe any town in Australia has - 
Hon Paul Llewellyn:  Mt Barker. 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  Yes, the member is right.  However, this deviation is very close to the town.  
The member could throw a tennis ball from the South Western Highway to the proposed bypass.  The minister 
might be able to tell me whether any other towns have signs that say, “Trucks only”.  That cannot be done, can 
it?  Can a road be dedicated for the use of trucks only? 
Hon Kim Chance:  Yes; Northam did that for many years prior to the construction of the bypass.  Trucks were 
restricted from using Fitzgerald Street for one part of the day but not another part.  It was quite interesting.  I 
think it was more advisory than legal, though. 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  Yes, that is what I am getting at.  I do not think anyone has the right legally to 
stop a car or a caravan from using a deviation.  However, that is a very good point. 
Hon Paul Llewellyn:  Main Roads has an aversion to a heavy freight deviation, but there is no reason it can’t be 
implemented.  It is worth researching and it should be time zoned so that the deviation works for trucks only 
during business hours and everyone outside business hours.  Do you know what I mean? 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  Yes.  Those options exist and I too would like to see those options explored; it 
certainly is causing concern.  A petition to the shire, seeking a meeting with the minister, is circulating at the 
moment.  I will write to the minister to ask whether she will attend that meeting with Main Roads Western 
Australia and council representatives.  The $62.2 million for the Muja power station, including upgrades to the 
generating unit is welcome but long overdue.  However, I acknowledge that the problem did not start with this 
government.  Successive governments have ignored it and, once again, it was not until crisis mode was reached 
that something was done.   

Yesterday I received a phone call from a person in Gnowangerup who said that Western Power was intending to 
install powerlines along the front of the Stirling Ranges to the Welstead mine.  This is causing concern.  I will 
ask the minister today during questions without notice whether that is a genuine proposal.  I think the powerlines 
will carry 225 volts, which will require towers of approximately 43 metres high to be dotted along the Stirling 
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Ranges.  Apparently a report has been released, and I will seek a copy of it to see whether that is proposed.  At 
this stage I do not know enough about it to say whether I support it or am against it.  Nonetheless, the 
government should know that some concern has been expressed about it.  As we know, the Stirling Ranges are a 
great tourist attraction and many people are concerned that large powerline towers will be a blight across the 
view of the ranges.  Hon Matt Benson-Lidholm can take up that with the government. 

This government seems to take a reactive approach to issues rather than a proactive approach, as can be seen 
from both social and structural examples.   

Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich:  That’s a bit unfair.  

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  No; it is very fair.  The government reacts to criticism in general, and from the 
media very well.   

Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich:  That is only another person’s point of view; what do you want me to do, fall in a heap?   

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  This government is no orphan when it comes to reacting to criticism; that 
happens everywhere.  I can name health, education - the minister’s portfolio; OBE is causing her great 
problems -  

Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich:  A total of 138 people rolled up at the demonstration in front of Parliament House 
yesterday.  Do you know how many teachers there are in this state?  There are 40 000.   

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich is the Minister for Education and Training, so I hope she 
listened to those 138 people.  

Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich:  Half of them were students who were dragged out of their classrooms.  

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  As I said, this government reacts to reports in the media, whether they be on 
health, education, planning and infrastructure, housing and works, police, community development - its 
problems are almost on a par with the problems surrounding outcomes-based education - and Aboriginal Affairs.  
The worst social issues I have heard about have come to light at Halls Creek.  I hope the minister has visited 
Halls Creek in her travels. 

Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich:  No; I didn’t, actually. 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  She went to Wiluna. 

Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich:  I went to Wiluna.  I was scheduled to go to Halls Creek today. 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  I hope the minister will visit Halls Creek soon.   

Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich:  I intend to. 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  That is very pleasing to hear.  Steve Pennells of The West Australian 
highlighted the problems at Halls Creek, as we all know, and I think he did a damn good job.  The trouble is that 
this problem is not unique to Halls Creek.  Sadly, about 200 communities in the north west suffer a similar 
plight, and that is the way it is.  Steve Pennells said that the Western Australian government had been holding 
secret talks with Halls Creek leaders about plans to take abused Aboriginal children from their homes and place 
them in a hostel for protection.  I have said in this place and on radio that I agree with that plan, because when 
parents abrogate their responsibilities for their children the state must step in.  The state has a responsibility to 
step in.  If we take the colour out of any situation and follow the processes of the law, those processes should 
address the situation.  Those children in the north of the state should not be missing out on an education, going 
hungry, or being sexually abused.  They should have a safe haven to go to.  Are they suffering because they are 
in Halls Creek and we cannot see them, or because they are Aboriginal and we expect that Aboriginal people 
should not have access to education, health and housing?   

Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich:  They have access to all of those things.  Are you telling me that we have closed the 
school gates on indigenous kids?   

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  No.   

Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich:  That’s what you’re implying.   

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  No; the minister is not listening very well.  

Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich:  I’m listening all right. 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  The minister needs to listen a bit better.  I asked whether people thought that the 
reason was because they are in Halls Creek and we cannot see them, or because they are Aboriginal people and it 
does not matter if they do not have that access.  The minister might want to sit there and tell me that those 
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children have access to education.  However, would the minister like to live the life of a five-year-old Aboriginal 
child in Halls Creek who lives with 29 other people in one house - that is not uncommon - where she shares a 
bed with six or eight other little ones; where there is no food in the fridge even if there is a fridge in the house; 
where her parents are always drunk; and where her uncles and fathers -  

Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich:  You must be careful not to stereotype all indigenous communities and people.   

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  No; I am referring to Halls Creek, which has been documented as an example of 
problems.  Its housing is not good enough and the health of its children is not good enough. 

The minister should note clearly that I am not saying that Halls Creek does not have a school.   

Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich:  When the Court government was in office for eight years -  

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  I was not a member of Parliament when the Court government was in office.   

Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich:  You can’t excuse yourself like that.  You can’t just abrogate any sense of responsibility 
for historical policies.  You’re very good at that; you just drop it on the lap of the current government.  You must 
accept some responsibility; you’re a bad girl. 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  If the minister had allowed me to continue, I would have mentioned the 
historical context.  Having studied Aboriginal history a long time ago, I understand the historical context.  
However, the fact is the government’s reaction to this crisis was media driven.  Hon Sheila McHale, who was the 
Minister for Community Development for five years, knew all about the problems at Halls Creek.  When Steve 
Pennells went up there and started digging around, he was obviously horrified at what he saw.  Now that Sheila 
McHale is Minister for Indigenous Affairs she has started to do something.  It will be a good thing if she does 
something, but nothing was done for five years.  Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich is in government; I was not here during 
the Court government’s term.   

Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich:  You can’t say that nothing has been done just because you’re ignorant about what has 
been done.  You should learn what has been done.   

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  I am not ignorant about what has been done.  I was referring to the period prior 
to the crisis that Steve Pennells highlighted.  Nothing much was being done before that, but I understand that a 
government task force has been established.   

Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich:  Just because a reporter goes to a place does not mean it is in crisis.  Why is it a crisis 
just because he reported it?   

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  Why is it a crisis when 700 children have been victims of sexual abuse?  

Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich:  They aren’t all in Halls Creek. 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  Why is it a crisis when 75 per cent of kids are not going to school; people do not 
have access to water; and their living conditions are terrible?  Does the minister expect those kids to go to school 
when they must deal with 10 problems of that nature?  Their heads must be spinning.  Imagine how kids who are 
victims of sexual abuse must feel.  That on its own would be bad enough.   

Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich:  Why not do something constructive and give us the solution?   

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  When I started talking about Halls Creek, I mentioned hostels. 

Several members interjected. 

The PRESIDENT:  Order!  Hon Robyn McSweeney has the call and, as I recall, Hon Robyn McSweeney 
invited an exchange with the Minister for Education and Training.  While Hon Robyn McSweeney wishes to 
continue that exchange, that is fair enough, but other members should not interject on it. 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  Now we are back to the start of my speech, in commenting on hostels.  I am a 
great believer in the idea that if parents abrogate their responsibilities, the state has a right to step in.  The 
Aboriginal community and the local government community have discussed having a hostel attached to the local 
school.  However, it is not good enough for these children to go to the hostel all week and then go home to their 
parents in Halls Creek, because their parents - a lot of them - are drinking and are not being responsible for their 
children.  It is a bit silly to take them for a week and then to send them back to their parents for the weekend.  If 
that is to be done, the hostel must be staffed and open 24 hours a day so that these children have somewhere safe 
to go.  I want the hostel on site, near the school.  This is not another stolen generation.  It is not about the stolen 
generation; it is about parents being responsible for their children, and they are currently not being responsible.  
The obligation is for the education, health and housing agencies to get together - which I understand the 
government is doing - to make these children safe, to give them an education and to put basic programs in place.  
Should the children be taken and then put back with parents who are dysfunctional?  No.  An attempt should be 
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made to give those dysfunctional parents a purpose, to show them a different way, and to put in basic programs.  
There used to be homemakers; they were damn good at their job.  They used to go in and put in very simple, 
basic programs that you, Mr President, and I take for granted.  However, if no-one has ever shown people how to 
do something, how do they know how to do it?  How do people know how to cuddle their children at night if 
they have never been cuddled?  How do they know how to behave appropriately if they have been abused, 
battered, belted and sexually abused, and then had children themselves when aged 15?  A lot of the Aboriginal 
mums are young, so the cycle goes on again.  We have to break that cycle; it is up to all of us to break that cycle.  
It is no good for the Minister for Education and Training to carp on at me and ask what I am going to do.  I 
would like for the minister to say, “Come on, Robyn.  What are we going to do?  Come and sit down and talk to 
me.  What do you think?” 

Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich:  You know I’m happy to talk to you at any time. 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  I know that the minister is happy to talk to me, and I am very pleased to hear 
that, but it is not done often enough.  I have some really good ideas about what we could do in Halls Creek, and 
they are practical ideas, because I worked in Family and Children’s Services and I have seen what is out there.  It 
was a long time ago, admittedly, but that situation does not change.  I would like to see that happen. 

These kids are not just being sexually abused; they are being raped.  Let us face it, these kids are being raped.  
Annual reports of gonorrhoea infections show they have increased each year from 44 in 2001 to 79 in 2005.  It is 
up 80 per cent over five years.  For the five-year period, there were 13 cases of gonorrhoea infection in children 
aged zero to four years, and they were all were Aboriginal.  The number of infected children in this age group 
was far greater than for the five to nine years age group, of which there were two.  This could suggest that 
infants are being preyed upon because of their vulnerability, defencelessness and inability to communicate their 
abuse or details of the abuser.  Of the 15 children aged zero to nine years so infected, all but one were 
Aboriginal.  The reported infection rate in Aboriginal children between the ages of 10 and 14 years has increased 
each year, from 39 in 2001 to 73 in 2005.  That is an increase of 87 per cent over the five- year period.  
Aboriginal children aged zero to 14 years were overwhelmingly over-represented in the figures for all years; that 
is, the increases were from 39 to 44, 40 to 47, 52 to 55, 63 to 66, and 73 to 79.  That is horrific.  These kids with 
gonorrhoea are meant to go to school, and they are meant to sit there in a lesson.  We have to find a different 
way.  That cuts across the board; that is for all children who are in violent situations, but at the moment I refer to 
the figures for Halls Creek.   

Before I return to consider the Department for Community Development, I will read to members an example of 
why I worked so hard for these abused children.  This is about little Millie - 

Millie would sit by the window everyday and count the number of footsteps her Dad would take 
walking from the gate to the front door.  If he took seven, she would jump up and run to him, give him a 
hug and then tell him all about what had happened at school.  If he took nine or ten steps, she would 
jump behind the couch and hold her breath, hoping that he would not see her.  The extra few steps told 
Millie that he had been drinking and that tonight she would need to be really careful . . . she would need 
to be quiet and stay out of his way.  Millie was eleven years old when she came to counselling at the 
Australian Childhood Foundation.  She had been counting footsteps since she was seven . . .  

That situation involved drinking, violence, abuse - the whole lot.  These kids are meant to go to school and be 
educated and learn how to read.  For God’s sake, if I lived in a house like that, I would not even be able to turn 
the page of a book, let alone understand what was on the front of it.  There has to be a different way. 

The Department for Community Development has a new minister.  The budget was good for the Department for 
Community Development; I think it contained an increase of 12.4 per cent in the department’s allocation.  
However, the caseworkers at the Department for Community Development in this state say that they are still in 
crisis.  I said last night that they are closing their doors for one day a week, and the director general said that this 
was not true.  However, I think they are slowing up their work processes.  Department for Community 
Development staff now have an online diary, www.DCDdiary.org, that anyone can visit.  The diary highlights 
the continuing problems.  One entry outlined inadequate child placement options.  It reads - 

A very young child recently needed to be removed from its family.  The child had been placed with 
emergency foster carers in the middle of what would have been a very traumatic experience.  
However . . .  

The carers were not there the next day, due to work commitments.  It further reads -  

The child had to be woken up next morning, to be picked up by a stranger and then transported to . . . 
various staff members, who were again unknown to the child . . .  
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They had to entertain him during the day whilst they searched frantically for somewhere for the child to be 
placed.  Can members imagine being woken up in the night and being taken to a strange house?  A child would 
not sleep all night, because he or she would be so upset about what had happened at home.  When the child was 
transported to be with strangers, he or she would be wondering whether the strangers would do what had taken 
place at home.  At least the child’s own home was familiar.  The staff members could not have the child in 
question in the diary entry, so the next day he was taken away again.  He was put into a place where there were a 
lot of people; it was a busy working environment.  The child sits there in the corner waiting for somebody 
familiar to walk through the door, but these kids do not get anyone familiar walking through the door.  They stay 
there all day because there is nowhere for them to go.  If I were a little boy, I wonder what I would be thinking 
during the day.  How would that affect me for the rest of my life?  I would wonder where my family was.  Even 
though they were not very nice to me, they are still my family.  They are familiar to me; my surroundings are 
familiar.  I would go to another home and I would not know these people.  In the morning I would be taken 
somewhere else.  I would think, “This does not look like a house; it is a busy office.”  I would be entertained by 
people.  Sometimes this boy would have to sit in a corner by himself.  It does not paint a very nice picture.  I do 
not think this little fellow will ever get over that.  That was one of the stories.   

In another case, reunification was delayed for one year because no caseworker was allocated.  One staff worker 
said - 

Two children on my caseload . . . were delayed in their reunification with their respective parents for 
periods of up to 12 months, as they did not have a case manager allocated.  These parents had addressed 
the concerns leading to their child being in care, however reunification could not occur because there 
was no caseworker allocated to initiate and support reunification.  This means that two families were 
kept apart for a year longer than was required. 

I do not expect community development workers to put their most horrific cases online because that may identify 
who they are talking about.  Having worked in the department, I know about the horrific cases that they work on 
and their workloads. 

I will give a rundown of what goes on in the Perth office.  DCDdiary.org states - 

Perth office covers a large geographical area from Swanbourne to North Beach across to Dianella and 
Maylands.  We are currently responsible for about 350 children * this means children in the care of the 
Department, children under investigation or children where we provide family support. 

There are only about 350 child protection workers in WA.  If all those workers looked after one child, that case 
load would be okay, but this is one office that provides family support to 350 children.  The diary continues -  

This caseload is carried by 16.4 casework staff, which means that on average every worker is 
responsible for 20 children.  There are a number of workers who are responsible for 26-28 children, and 
this includes having to conduct very complex and time-consuming investigations and court proceedings.  
If we use the caseload limit of 15 per worker that our Government claims is adequate, we could work 
with about 250 children, leaving 100 children without a service. 

I notice that the union is calling for case loads of five in some cases.  The department believes an acceptable case 
load is 15 children, the union is screaming for a case load of five and some workers in Perth have a case load of 
26 to 28 children.  The diary states - 

However, 15 children per worker is an inappropriate limit for a lot of the staff here, as they have less 
than 12 months experience or are dealing with highly complex and demanding issues.  At least 6 staff 
have not had any training since starting with us * yet they hold responsibility for children.  Despite 
popular belief, our caseworkers are not all Social Workers.  Our Department removed the requirement 
for new caseworkers to have any university degree * it is now only listed as desirable on their job 
descriptions.   

That is appalling.  Once upon a time one had to be a social worker or have a degree in human services.  My 
degree was political science and sociology, which allowed me to work in the department.  I was a mature age 
student.  I had four children of my own so I had a pretty good understanding of a child’s needs.  However, the 
Perth office is saying that six caseworkers did not have any training.  I know that the department is looking into 
that, so it is not all gloom and doom.  Hopefully, it will kick in.  The diary says - 

We have another 10 or so children entered on our system each week.  We are getting a large number of 
referrals regarding concerns for newborn babies. 
One of our teams had 3 such babies referred to them in one week! 

That leads me to talk about the Child Death Review Committee.  The number of babies in our state dying from 
suspicious circumstances, sudden infant death syndrome or unknown circumstances has gone up 50 per cent.  I 
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think there were 96 babies in the last review.  Eight out of 10 of those babies who died had been the subject of 
child maltreatment allegations or were known to the department.  Of the 10 reviewed, five were Aboriginal 
children, and most were under five years of age.  That tells us that maybe these babies are being given to 
caseworkers who do not have any training.  I hope that would not happen.  I do not believe that it would because 
a team leader would be responsible for a baby that was referred to the office.  Team leaders would take extra 
care of it.  We do not know whether those protocols would slip in the heat of the moment in these offices.   

University training is the key.  There needs to be more training on how to detect child abuse.  When I talked to 
the manager of DCD in Bunbury, he said that some of the university units are electives and not necessary.  I 
maintain that someone who is going into this area should have 12 months’ mandatory child protection training as 
part of a social work degree.  That would make a lot of sense.  One of the things that show up very clearly in the 
documentation on child abuse in Queensland is that some workers do not know how to detect abuse.  When we 
consider that this department investigates child abuse, social workers should have 12 months’ mandatory training 
as part of their university degree.  The Perth office says - 

Staff turnover continues to be high.  I have lost count how many staff have left in the last two years.  
Between November 2003 and November 2005 we had seen more than 50 staff leave (in an office of 
about 50 staff), - 

It must have had a complete turnover - 

and since then we must have had another 10 or more.  In the next weeks we will lose another two staff.  
We had 2 leave in the last month.  We are finding it increasingly difficult to get new staff to work for 
us.  An unacceptably high percentage of our staff are on short term contracts which mean no job 
security and that they often leave when something better comes along. 

Last night the director general, Jane Brazier, said that the new staff will not be put on contract; they will be 
permanent.  I hope that that is the case.  The Perth office says - 

Our staff are deeply committed and work many unpaid hours.  They just want to be able to make a 
difference in the lives of the children we serve.  They just want to be given the time and the resources to 
be able to do this.   

The Community and Public Sector Union’s members’ action plan states - 

1. That Members endorse case load limits where a case is defined as each individual child and includes 
working with children in care, child protection and family support matters. 

•  1:15 children as maximum caseload for caseworkers 

•  1:10 children as a maximum caseload for a worker with less than 12 months experience. 

If I stood here and talked about the shortcomings of DCD, I would be here until tomorrow and the next day.  
However, I note that changes are being made, and I am very hopeful that, with this budget and with the new 
minister, the changes will continue to be made.  However, I am telling the minister, David Templeman, that I 
will be watching every step the department takes, because I want a better system for children in care in Western 
Australia.  They deserve it and I demand it.  

HON BRUCE DONALDSON (Agricultural) [11.30 am]:  We are dealing with the estimates of revenue and 
expenditure, which are the consolidated fund estimates 2006-07, or the Budget Statements, that were tabled in 
the house on 11 May 2006.  I want to add my contribution to this debate.  It is true to say, from what I have seen 
in my lifetime and from what I can understand of Parliament and the revenue streams that have come into 
governments in this state, that this is a unique period for Western Australia.  I believe that the current revenue 
stream is the greatest for any government in Western Australia’s history.  I think we are all aware of that.  I 
guess it is due to our huge mineral resources and the insatiable demand for them by China and also India.  
Increased iron ore, alumina, nickel and gold production is providing a windfall for the state’s coffers.  Coupled 
with that, when the government increased the rate of stamp duty, there was almost a blow-out in the value of 
residential properties in Western Australia.  We are witnessing unprecedented increases in the value of people’s 
residential properties.  On top of that, the government has received royalties, as I said, from the mineral 
resources boom that is going on in Western Australia.  The other part of it is the famous goods and services tax, 
which is a growth tax for the states.  Of course, the revenue from the GST has far exceeded what was estimated 
when it was first introduced, because it was really an unknown at that stage.  Because we have an affluent 
society and there is high consumer demand, the GST revenue has ramped up to levels that are greater than any of 
us could have ever expected. 

It was stated just recently that, with the way in which revenue is pouring into this state, a drover’s dog could 
manage the funds.  I suppose the person who said that was really intimating that it made it very easy for any state 
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government to budget, taking into account capital expenditure and recurrent expenditure, and to have the 
wherewithal to bring down a large surplus.  The government has talked about managing the boom.  I hope that it 
is putting money away for a rainy day, because there have been some blow-outs in some of the expenditure, and 
that is a real concern. 

In 1993, when the coalition came to government in Western Australia, we had a public debt level of about 
$8.3 billion.  Through sales of infrastructure, which people may not have agreed with at the time, that debt level 
was reduced to just over $4 billion.  However, it is starting to creep up, and I think it will be about $5.5 billion at 
the end of this financial year.  We are talking about surpluses the likes of which WA has never seen before; they 
are starting to get close to $2 billion.  The government has been shuffling the figures.  I think that the amount of 
$2 billion is a more accurate reflection of the surplus than the amount of $1.8 billion or $1.6 billion that the 
government is talking about at present. 

WA is the engine room of this nation, and has been for some time.  The eastern states are the manufacturing 
states.  They are very good at sending food parcels over to Western Australia by rail and truck.  Most of the 
manufactured goods come from the eastern states.  If I remember the figures correctly, the surplus for trade from 
Western Australia amounts to about $26 billion.  If that amount was taken out of Australia’s balance of trade, it 
would look pretty sick.  Western Australia really has been propping up the rest of the nation.  However, it would 
be very rare that the eastern states would ever admit that that is the case. 

I will go back to the GST.  I remember that when the federal Labor opposition went to an election, it said that it 
would roll back the GST if it came to power.  I think Mr Beazley got some very good advice at the time from 
some of his state Labor Premier colleagues, who said, “Hang on; just leave it alone.  It’s a very comfortable 
revenue stream for us, and there is growth in it.”  Over the years, regardless of which party has been in power in 
the states, the Premiers have trooped off to Canberra.  I believe that an envelope used to be shoved under their 
doors during the night, with a note stating, “This is your share.”  The Premiers would meet with the 
commonwealth people the next day, and some minor adjustments were always made.  However, how often did 
the Premiers of the various states - even of this state - come away from those meetings with the commonwealth 
feeling very unhappy?  To appease them, they were given a small packet of petty cash to add to the initial 
indicative amount that had been approved for them.  However, it was unsatisfactory.  The states were the 
collectors of the tax for the federal government.  With the advent of the GST, at least each state and territory has 
an opportunity to enjoy the growth in taxation revenue in this nation.  However, two industries are not enjoying 
the boom, and they are agriculture and fisheries.  I will talk a bit more about them later. 

Those who own a home are very comfortable when they see that their properties are increasing in value by 13, 
20, 29 or 30 per cent in one year.  However, where does that leave the young people of today?  I hope that the 
increase in property values does not continue at that level, because, if it does, the young people of today will 
never be in a position to own their own homes.  The median price of a house in Perth is now about $360 000; and 
that is just the median price.  It would take a great slab of a young couple’s income to meet the repayments that 
would be needed over a 25-year period, even if both of them were working.  With the way in which our society 
is moving, I have real concerns that we will be denying our youth the opportunities that were presented to us to 
buy a residential property at a reasonable price and with a reasonable demand on the surplus income from our 
jobs. 
I understand the government is about to, and has been talking about, releasing a lot more land.  I wish to 
goodness that it would look at some of the regional and rural towns across Western Australia that want to 
develop blocks for sale.  Two things go against what is happening.  One is native title, and the second is the cost 
of headworks.  In some of those country towns, on average - these are some of the figures that were presented to 
us recently on our trip, which Hon Robyn McSweeney mentioned - the headworks charge to establish a 
residential block is about $15 000.  That is if land is available for subdivision.  Some of the blocks cannot be 
sold for more than $3 000 or $4 000.  The maximum that can be obtained is $7 000 or $8 000.  There is need for 
a subsidy.  Developers do not usually go into country towns; it is usually left to the local authority.  A lot of 
country towns that would like to provide additional housing are continually frustrated at the lack of land 
available for release and the opportunity for residential subdivisions.  As we all know, there is some relief for 
commercial lots through headworks charges.  However, that does not extend to residential land.  Although there 
is euphoria about our affluent society, not everyone will share in the affluence.  That is a real concern. 
I turn now to agriculture.  I said that farmers are not enjoying the boom.  That is quite correct because some of 
the commodity prices for wheat and other grains and wool are a mismatch between revenue and expenditure.  
Returns for lamb and beef production are somewhat better.  At the moment the price of Australian premium 
white 10 wheat - APW10 wheat - has gone up about $35 a tonne.  How often is it the case that when the price of 
wheat is high, farmers have not produced any because it has been a bad year?  While we may reflect on the great 
state we have, my heart goes out to all farmers and farming families.  I have been through droughts and poor 
seasons.  I know the anxiety and trauma that are experienced when there is no rain, which is the case at the 
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moment.  It causes a lot of stress for families.  That is especially true in this day and age because farmers are 
dealing with very large sums of money.  It costs a lot of money to put in a crop.  A crop of 3 000 hectares, which 
is about 7 500 acres, costs something in the vicinity of $400 000 to $450 000 to put in.  Farmers who are 
growing crops of about 4 000 hectares - which is the average in some of the bigger broadacre farming areas - are 
paying around $650 000 to put in a crop.  I recently visited the Shires of Wongan-Ballidu, Dalwallinu and 
Perenjori.  I flew over the area.  It was pretty devastating to look down and see the countryside as it is today.  It 
looks like the start of a great dust bowl.  That is a real worry because there is not much ground cover.  However, 
one good area is Esperance.  Another is around Merredin.  That area was fortunate to receive some rain to match 
up with some of the early summer rainfall that fell across most of the agricultural region.  The subsoil moisture 
level is now quite deep.  The area really needed a fall of 80 to 100 points to get the crops in.  There have been 
some “lucky man’s rains” as we call them, and some areas have been able to take crops.  That is fine.  Some 
crops have come up and some have not.  Unless it rains very soon, some of the early crops will start to suffer.  
However, wheat is a very hardy plant.  There will be an impact on farming families initially but that will flow on 
to the general economy of Western Australia.  Whether or not people like it, and notwithstanding the mineral 
boom, the agriculture and fisheries industries have been large providers of revenue to the economy.  They have a 
multiplier effect.  More importantly, this is about regional Western Australia.  Of the Western Australian 
population, 75 to 80 per cent live in coastal regions.  We are an island nation.  People gravitate to the coast; it is 
natural for people living in an island nation.  We all enjoy fishing and looking at the water.  Agriculture and 
fishing have led to the populating of regional areas.  However, that is diminishing as people see other 
alternatives.  They see the stresses involved with farming.  Many young people have moved away from a career 
in farming.  They are now well educated and they have opportunities in the mining sector and to be skilled in 
other areas.  They have the opportunity to receive a better income over many years without half the worry of 
working in farming.  That is why the average age of farmers is now 57 or 58 years.  That figure is from a while 
ago; I do not know whether the average age has increased.  Technology has changed the management practices 
of farmers.  Farmers now have very costly outlays of capital expenditure on plant and machinery.  I do not mean 
the term in a derogatory way, but many farmers have become “weekend farmers”.  By that I mean that they do 
not need half the staff they used to; they do not need staff all year round.  With new plant and machinery and 
new management practices, farmers can put in a very large area of crop in a very short time.  The Leader of the 
House will remember when he was farming that nearly every farm was run by a married couple.  The farmers 
usually had sons and employed other workers.  We remember the Co-operative Bulk Handling workers who used 
to take their holidays during the seeding season and help out on farms by driving tractors.  Bankers, and even 
policemen, used to take two or three weeks off to help a farmer.  Even postmasters and railway station masters 
used to do it. 
Hon Kim Chance:  Shearers. 
Hon BRUCE DONALDSON:  Yes, shearers.  They were the pool of labour for farmers.  I do not know how 
farmers get on today because, in earlier days, everybody could hop on a tractor and drive it.  When I get on the 
new tractors, I find them scary.  I do not think that I am quite up to it!  They have screens and other things.  It is 
worse at harvest time when a person has to drive a header.  It requires skilled workers.  However, if someone 
cannot be given continuity of employment for 12 months, he will not put his hand up and learn the skills that are 
needed to remain in the farming industry.  Quite simply, like local government and a lot of other businesses in 
this state, farmers cannot afford to compete with private enterprise, especially with the mining sector.  When I 
was in Kalgoorlie-Boulder, I was told that a lot of people start as a grader driver or a front-end loader driver with 
the City of Kalgoorlie-Boulder but they are there for only a month before they go to one of the mine sites to get 
paid double the money.  That is happening across Western Australia.  A lot of the big machinery dealerships in 
rural and regional towns of Western Australia are battling to get good diesel mechanics because people with 
those types of skills have gone elsewhere to get much more money.  It is a real concern. 
During the estimates hearings yesterday a question about rural counsellors was asked of the Minister for 
Agriculture and Food.  David Hartley, the executive director of natural resource management, mentioned that 
there were some contingency plans, and that that level of service did not need to be kept available.  There were 
opportunities for contingency plans to be put in place if the dry spell continued.  I think those plans will be 
needed.  The minister knows, as I do, of one case that has already devastated a country town; it involves a friend 
of mine.  I hope it is not a repeat of something that happened a few years ago when things got difficult and 
people got very depressed.  I was very pleased to hear that plans were being put in place.  None of us wants to be 
a pessimist.  
I keep looking at the trees beside the members’ car park when I arrive at Parliament House.  Today I saw the first 
fall of leaves from those trees.  I do not know whether members have noticed this.  Perhaps mother nature is 
confusing the trees, because I can remember that in the past when the season was about to break in May, the 
leaves in the car park needed continual vacuuming.  This morning was the first occasion on which I have driven 
in and seen the leaves begin to fall, and here it is the middle of June.  I am still an optimist.  In my farming days 
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in Koorda, which is a very marginal area, some very good crops were sown at the end of June.  The salvation is 
that if we receive rain within the next seven days and a reasonable number of people can get onto their paddocks, 
they are capable of working 24 hours a day with those big plants, and they can put in a fair whack of crop.  
Whether they want to carry out their whole cropping program is another matter. 

Some farmers pay a lot more, but the average cost of putting a crop in is $500 000.  If the crop fails, the farmer 
must put in another crop the next year just to survive, so he is looking at spending another $500 000.  If the 
farmer does not have that income, it places a huge amount of pressure on farming families faced with high costs 
of things like educating children.  While we bask in the glow of a terrific boom in Western Australia, my heart 
goes out to those families experiencing such difficulties.  Anyone who has been through that kind of experience 
can never get it out of their system.  That is why my hair is the colour that it is.  I remember that Hon Murray 
Criddle was a very dark-haired fellow when he was first elected to Parliament, and just look at him today!  That 
is the result not of being a member of Parliament, but of being a farmer.  That is what is happening.  This is very 
worrying, and I hope and I think we all pray that it will rain very soon. 

Rain will give hope to not only a lot of families but also small businesses in country towns, which are also very 
badly affected by drought.  If farmers do not have the money, they put the chequebook away and that in turn 
makes it very difficult for small businesses.  The other aspect is the possible degradation of the soil.  I know also 
that at the moment farmers are battling to buy hay to feed livestock.  The price is very high, and supplies are 
running out fast, so people are pouring grain, such as lupins, into feeding livestock, and they are starting to turn 
livestock off their properties.  The situation is not rosy in the whole of the state; sections of the state are hurting 
very badly.  We tend sometimes to overlook the huge benefits that that industry has brought to Western 
Australia, right across the board.  I think even Bridgetown, where it is usually fairly wet, and the whole south 
west, is having a lean time as far as rainfall goes.  It is also very cool. 

Hon Murray Criddle:  It is bad news all the way.  I was down at Cranbrook last week, and the country was very 
dry all the way down along both highways.  

Hon BRUCE DONALDSON:  That is right.  Hon Anthony Fels and I saw a grass strip at Cranbrook that was 
still green when we were there, but that was a few weeks ago.  I bet it is all dead now.  I do not want to dwell on 
this issue because it makes me sound like a real pessimist, but I feel for those families at present. 

The other area that is not doing so well is fisheries. 

Hon Robyn McSweeney:  It took you 25 minutes to get to fisheries. 

Hon BRUCE DONALDSON:  I might run out of time; I had better speed up a bit. 

The greatest challenge for the fishing industry is the sustainability of the fishery.  The professionalism of both 
the commercial and recreational sectors is putting huge pressure on the available stock.  A lot of fisheries around 
the world have collapsed; the stock has just gone as a result of overexploitation.  We are very fortunate in 
Western Australia to have very well managed fisheries.  However, therein lies the problem in that it is one of the 
most highly regulated industries around.  The Leader of the House and I spoke just recently about the possibility 
of stripping away some of this overregulation.  However, it would be very difficult to find an alternative way to 
manage a fishery. 

Hon Robyn McSweeney:  You have to look around the world and see what is happening. 

Hon Kim Chance:  Now there’s a thought! 

Hon BRUCE DONALDSON:  Do not tempt me! 

There is an aspect of this that worries me.  When stock levels need to be maintained in a limited-entry fishery, 
there is a readjustment of the number of people working in that industry.  People who have built up businesses in 
some of those limited-entry fisheries suddenly find themselves without a viable catch quota, and this puts huge 
pressure on individual fishermen.  The rock lobster industry is a prime example.  The annual catch is over 
14 million kilograms, but the demand has slackened off for a number of reasons.  One reason is the changing 
social practices of the Japanese.  In the past, when young people married, their parents would try to outdo one 
another.  They were great purchasers of Western Australian lobsters for wedding celebrations.  These days, most 
young people have become more westernised, and they want to travel.  I do not have much experience in other 
parts of the world, but many Japanese people are coming into Western Australia, and more are going into the 
eastern states.  There was a change in the purchasing pattern for the rock lobster industry.  All of a sudden, some 
processors around the world had stock, and they had to pay fishermen.  They started unloading their stock by 
dropping their price by $5 a kilogram, and then by another $5.  Suddenly they find that they are getting about 
$10 a kilogram for lobsters.  That puts pressure on the cash flows of both processors and lobster fishermen. 

Lobster fishermen have always enjoyed a certain status.  I will not mention any names, but people have said that 
they wondered why lobster fishermen over the years would wriggle and move in their seats at conferences.  It is 
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because their wallets are so fat that they have hip problems.  That was a fairly true reflection of their status at 
that time.  People would ask what the lobster fishermen were grizzling about.  The biggest home on the 
waterfront would inevitably be owned by a lobster fisherman.  Good luck to them.  They work hard.  I do not 
envy them one bit because it is solid, hard work.  They work hard and they play hard.  They are very 
professional.  The Leader of the House would know from his experience as Minister for Fisheries that when the 
number of pots lobster fishermen were permitted to put in the water was reduced to limit the number of lobsters 
being caught, the number of lobsters they caught actually increased.  The lobster fishermen managed to catch 
more lobsters with fewer pots.  The then minister and the department were trying to reduce the stock from being 
exploited.  However, the measures that were implemented were usually two years too late because the fishermen 
adjusted themselves very effectively.  The lobster fishermen are a very efficient organisation in many ways. 

Fin fish, mackerel and tuna are in the same category.  Fishermen have become very good at what they do.  
Around the world today there are 3.5 million fishing vessels, as opposed to one million 15 or 20 years ago.  
Fishermen continue to catch about 100 million tonnes each year of wild capture, and that number is diminishing.  
Sixty per cent of the produce at the Sydney Fish Market is farmed seafood.  China farmed 23 million tonnes of 
seafood in the past year.  It must feed its people.  We must get a lot better at aquaculture and grasp the 
opportunities that are available in aquaculture. 

A disaster occurred at a barramundi fish farm at Lake Argyle a while ago.  However, I am told that a group in the 
north west will produce about 1 000 tonnes of barramundi this year.  We have opportunities in the tropical and 
subtropical waters of the north west to farm many fin fish that are readily saleable to the Asian countries to our 
north.  Western Australia does not have severe climatic conditions that could affect such an enterprise, apart 
from the odd cyclone.  We also have brilliant and pristine waters.  However, the problem with farming fin fish in 
Western Australia is that the reef line that runs south from Geraldton is not deep enough in the sheltered waters 
to protect the pens.  A flushing effect is needed underneath those pens.  Also, the howling prevailing south 
westerly wind creates havoc with some of the pens.  The next step is to put the pens outside the reef line, but that 
will require completely new technology altogether.  That technology is used in Hawaii, which is one of the few 
countries to establish deep sea pens.  The pens are completely submerged.  A net can be raised on a pole in the 
centre of the pen and the fish can be pumped out or graded and the net can be checked.  The fish are fed via 
tubes from a workstation or something similar to an air seeder that is used to blow food down to the fish.  The 
deep sea pens of Hawaii are very successful.  Hopefully in the next 18 months or two years the first submerged 
sea pens will be operating off the Western Australian coast.  I hope that happens because it is a good 
opportunity.  The former Minister for Fisheries would welcome that type of development. 

I am a passionate supporter of aquaculture because it is the future of fishing around the world, and I believe that 
it will be the future of fishing in Western Australia.  I do not believe that the exploitation of existing stocks will 
be sustainable for the next 25 or 30 years.  I am not denigrating recreational fishermen.  We all love fishing.  
However, when we used to fish from our boats some years ago at Jurien Bay, Kalbarri or Carnarvon, it was by 
sheer luck that we would find a good fishing spot.  We would usually dump a buoy overboard and hope that the 
boat’s anchor did not drag and that the boat would not drift over infertile ground.  In this day and age people on 
board recreational launchers have access to technology that professional fishermen would have killed for 20 
years ago.  People use a global positioning system to mark fishing spots.  They can catch a couple of jewfish and 
on the following weekend they can use the GPS plot to go straight back to the same spot.  People can now fish 
out an area. 

The jewfish is one of our icon fish.  Can we replace the stock of pink snapper or jewfish?  Can we farm them?  
Some work has been done on that at Challenger TAFE in Fremantle.  Jewfish are very shy fish.  Although the 
TAFE was able to propagate them, I do not believe it was very successful in farming them.  Perhaps the Leader 
of the House can tell me whether that process is continuing.  Black bream have a very silvery colour and pink 
snapper have beautiful blue markings; they are magnificent fish.  I saw some pink snapper farmed in surface sea 
pens at Jurien Bay that had turned black because they were sunburnt.  They must be brought inshore and be kept 
under cover in tanks for two or three weeks to get back their natural colour.  The black snapper looked awful.  
When I was told it was a pink snapper, I did not believe it.  I had never seen a fish that black.  The ultraviolet 
rays had burnt the fish.  Pink snappers are deep sea feeders and they did not have enough depth of water inside 
the reef line.  They usually need between 80 or 120 feet of water.  That was a real problem.  Deep sea submerged 
pens is the answer.  It involves a large capital outlay, but it may be a way to produce seafood in the future. 

Hon Kim Chance:  It would also solve the issue of seal predation.  Seals are the worst predators.  They are 
much worse than sharks. 

Hon BRUCE DONALDSON:  I agree.  When I was doing coastal planning some years ago, a guy from the 
planning department drew a cartoon of fish jumping out of the water and seals choosing what they would have 
for their buffet meal.  I forget the exact words.   
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The governments must put more resources into aquaculture.  When I was overseas recently, I was told that there 
was not much in the budget for the Department of Fisheries.  Its funding has stagnated.  The forward estimates in 
real terms have remained fairly static.  The department will receive an increase in 2007-08 but its funding will 
then reduce from $28 million to $26 million.  Some of the management changes that will take place in the rock 
lobster industry include the move to a quota system.  How will the catch be managed?  We know four years 
ahead what that catch will be.  The Department of Fisheries has got the forecasts down to such an extent now 
that it can almost establish four years in advance what that catch will be, give or take a couple of per cent.  Do 
we really need 14 million kilograms one year, 12 million the next year, and then a sudden drop to 10 million 
kilograms?  The catch has to be evened out because otherwise it is very difficult to manage the sale of the 
product.  We have huge competition now from other countries.  The red-claw lobster industry is a prime 
example.  We shared our expertise on how to manage a rock lobster industry with the Cuban industry, and it is 
doing it very well.  People might ask why we helped that industry, but I do not think we should be too parochial 
bearing in mind the amount of seafood required around the world.  That extends to not only rock lobster, but also 
many other species.   
When one considers the changes that will be made - there are a lot of initiatives in the budget papers on 
fisheries - one has to be concerned about the stagnated state of the WA’s commercial fisheries.  The net cost of 
servicing is almost identical; in real terms there has been a reduction.  With regard to the west coast rock lobster 
fisheries, a management plan will be implemented for the south coast trawl fishery to give stakeholders more 
certainty of access as constraining potential effort increases.  I do not think that got off to a very good start.  
Some of those issues have been resolved, thank goodness; for example, at midnight on 31 May, many of the 
trawl fishermen did not have a licence and on 1 June they would have been fishing illegally.  I met with the 
Department of Fisheries - I appreciate the minister ensuring that the meeting took place - and asked what it 
would do about it because fishermen were ringing to ask me whether they would be breaking the law on 1 June.  
I told them they would be.  There was no use giving exemptions or waiving infringement notices and getting a 
black mark against one’s name.  It was far better to deal with the problem.  Therefore, the Department of 
Fisheries rang six to eight fishermen who were affected on 1 June, and then wrote to the other 45 to 50 fishermen 
who would be affected and explained that it would not happen.  I did not read the regulations as well as I should 
have, but the provision related to the vessel monitoring service.  At the moment we would be lucky if there were 
30 units in WA for sale.  If I had read one particular clause in the regulations, I would have found that the 
executive director of the Department of Fisheries would have to make the further order to ensure that fishery was 
picked up under the VMS.  I was told categorically that, first, there were not enough units in WA and, second, 
that although a couple of fisheries are under the VMS, there is no way that it could be implemented.  However, 
once I was able to ascertain that for myself, it was relayed through the Department of Fisheries to those vessel 
owners.  Everybody in the rock lobster industry thought it would take place on 15 November this year for that 
fishery.  As far as I am aware, it will not be put into place at that stage; it is not ready to go.   
I turn to the development and promotion of aquaculture.  Once again, the total cost of the service in 2005-06 was 
$6.828 million; and the budget figure is $6.893 million.  If we are dinkum, we have to broaden our horizon.  I 
know that the government’s investors find it difficult to provide risk capital for aquaculture - they have had their 
fingers burnt in many areas - and they are reluctant to put their hands in their pockets.  However, the future is 
good for the industry, and although the government should not be putting money into investment capital, I would 
like to see a heightened involvement by the Department of Fisheries.  A lot of sites have been identified for 
aquaculture, and research and development in that industry is top class.  That is the future, whether or not we like 
it.  I think the government and the Department of Fisheries have paid lip-service to this when they should have 
been far more involved.  I am not asking them to chuck a bucket of money into the air and let it flutter down.  It 
is a bit like agriculture; that is, good work is being done by our plant breeders, and some of the research and 
development in the grain industry is good.  It is a little disturbing to find that the government is not making funds 
available for heightened research and development in aquaculture. 
Hon Kim Chance:  We have to acknowledge here that there are a lot of aquaculture projects ready to go, that 
have cleared their R&D hurdles, that have cleared their native title hurdles and are now waiting on venture 
capital.  I think the answers in aquaculture have been provided already.  What we need to look for is how we 
give capital confidence in those investments.  We have seen a change in government involvement in aquaculture 
over the past couple of years and that is probably what we need to do.  To that extent, that was partly why we 
funded Bayside Abalone Farms Pty Ltd, to give the whole abalone industry some strength and, happily, that 
seems to have worked. 
Hon BRUCE DONALDSON:  I am not saying that no major steps have been taken in that area.  I ask myself 
whether this level of expenditure is sufficient for what we should be doing.  Should we be gearing up the new 
Hillarys research centre, for argument’s sake?  Should we be gearing up the TAFE at Fremantle, for argument’s 
sake?  I know they get funding and a lot of good work has been done there.  However, I think we should be 
looking more seriously at the north west.  I know there has always been a belief in the Department of Fisheries 
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that that is where our aquaculture pursuits should be focused.  I was not keen for that because I am a south west 
man.  However, for many reasons I now believe that that thinking was right.  There are more sheltered waters in 
some of those areas.  We found that out when a group of us went to Norway in 1997.  Peter Rogers came with us 
and we learnt what Norway did.  We met with the former minister for fisheries who had stepped down.  He had 
grabbed two of the best scientists in gene technology and other areas, and formed his own consultative and 
research group.  He said that Norway had made a concerted effort to regionalise Norway and populate some 
areas that he believed should be populated and to determine the industries that needed to be developed.  He 
found that the first need was for power.  Power runs out to every fjord and to all the islands, and Halibut farms 
operate in the sheltered deep waters of the fjords.  Norway enjoys revenue from big oil and gas reserves, albeit 
its area is much smaller than that of Western Australia.  The Leader of the House is right about access to fish 
farms on land.  That access has been a problem and it should be examined.   
I am running out of time.  I would have liked to talk about many other things but I will say a bit more about the 
European Seafood Exposition in Brussels.  It was a privilege to attend that expo.  I took an opportunity based on 
the suggestion by the former Minister for Fisheries who has been encouraging me to be more global in my 
thinking!  I am glad my smile cannot be written into Hansard!  Someone asked me what I gained from that trip.  
All the companies from Western Australia and groups such as the Western Australian Fishing Industry Council 
were very appreciative of the support that came from both the government and opposition.  That was not more 
obvious than when Hon Murray Criddle, Hon Sheila Mills and I visited the western rock lobster congress in 
Hobart in October last year.  We were the only three politicians present, yet it is an Australia-wide industry.  WA 
is the biggest producer of western rock lobster by far.  Every speaker from other states congratulated the fishing 
industry in Western Australia because members of Parliament supported their industry by attending that 
conference and listening to the issues.  Although in opposition we cannot make changes, we can pass on our 
views to ministers, which we have done.  That is why it is very worthwhile attending those sorts of events.  In 
the three days of that western rock lobster conference, about $16 million worth of business was written.  In 
addition, the follow-up business that will result from companies that want to import from our country will 
probably be double that.  It also provided a shopfront view of our seafood, which is acknowledged as being of 
very high quality.  Very few people walked past without looking at the live western rock lobster in the glass 
cages.  Samples of Western Australia’s icon fish such as barramundi and pink snapper were displayed on ice 
around a large glass dome.  It clearly demonstrated that, although seafood production companies might be 
minnows compared with those in some of the other countries, people from those other countries had a sound 
knowledge of the quality of our seafood.  One of the greatest problems our exporters sometimes face is their 
inability to provide a certain number of tonnes a month.  That is one of the issues.  I was staggered at the number 
of representatives from other countries who inquired about taking barramundi and their knowledge of it.  That is 
why it is important to ensure that barramundi farming is very successful.  The government should be focusing on 
it.   
The opportunity to farm tuna off the Esperance coast has been lost for many reasons.  One reason is the reduced 
price of tuna in Japan.  The market is not as lucrative as it used to be.  In addition, the breeding grounds of both 
the southern bluefin and yellowfin tuna have been over-exploited by the Indonesian fishing fleets.  I am not 
referring to illegal fishing, but to the exploitation of the breeding grounds off Java.  The amount of tuna coming 
down into our waters is much less than it was, and its reduction will probably continue.  A sign of the times was 
when one of the very successful tuna operators in Port Lincoln, Tony Santic, sold his business.  Tony owns the 
Melbourne Cup winner Makybe Diva.  He has enjoyed three years of very pleasant times in the racing industry!  
I hear that he has about 200 horses on his property west of Geelong, which I believe is an absolute showplace.  
About 40 of his horses are racing at any given time and he breeds a lot of racing stock.  Of course, Makybe Diva 
will join that throng.  Last year his horse captured the imagination of Australians regardless of whether they were 
interested in racing.  The name Makybe Diva was created by the women in his office taking the first two letters 
of each of their names.  When big operators such as Tony Santic get out of their business, it is obvious that there 
is a bit of a downturn.  Tony Santic made millions of dollars from that industry, as have Kailis and a number of 
other people.   
The WA Fishing Industry Council should be congratulated on its contribution to the seafood expo at Brussels.  
On the first day, the council conducted the conference on Marine Stewardship Council matters, and people from 
all over the world attended that session.  Our rock lobster industry was the first accredited industry.  Since then, 
16 or 18 fisheries around the world have received accreditation and another 16 are being considered.  
Unfortunately, with accreditation comes increased bureaucracy and with that increased costs.   
On a different issue, I notice that plans to complete Indian Ocean Drive have disappeared off the radar.  If I am 
correct, an allocation is included in the budget to build Indian Ocean Drive from Lancelin to Ocean Farms.  It is 
affectionately known as the Lancelin cul-de-sac.  Another cul-de-sac will soon exist called the Ocean Farm cul-
de-sac.  Therefore, two roads will exist that lead to nowhere.  That central coastal area is a jewel in the crown of 
Western Australia.  It is underdeveloped and utilised mainly by farmers who have enjoyed camp sites there for 
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many years.  It was a hidden treasure.  I suppose, in one sense, we do not want a road to be built there.  However, 
about $700 million worth of development is hanging on the completion of that road.  We need to think about 
where we can provide opportunities for employment for young people in regional and rural Western Australia.  
Tourism is one of the biggest money spinners in that area.  Opening that road would provide terrific 
opportunities for tourism.  The Green Head Caravan Park owner told me that after completion of the road from 
Jurien Bay to Greenhead and on to Lehman, his business increased by 25 per cent simply because people could 
tow their caravans on a bitumen road.  That is typical of the simple facts of life.  We can manage that.  Land is 
becoming unaffordable for most people.  Huge amounts of money are being spent on roads.  People who journey 
down south from Perth for three and a half hours to million-dollar mansions can have them; I would rather enjoy 
the coast up Jurien way, as it is a magnificent jewel in the crown.   

I refer lastly to water catchments.  For 10 years I have been talking about the selective thinning and burning of 
land near the water catchments in Western Australia.  I have asked questions of the Department of Conservation 
and Land Management and the Water Corporation in almost every estimates hearing.  My point was finally 
proved when an arsonist burnt half the bush in the Mundaring catchment.  An aerial view of the weir reveals that 
its level is about 70 per cent of capacity and the run-off into that dam as a result of that fire was three or four 
times the amount of run-off the previous year simply because it has been selectively thinned by a fire.  Perhaps 
we should get rid of the pine trees we planted over the years, thinking we were doing the right thing.  More 
importantly, a pilot project is looking at the Wungong catchment area just out of Armadale.  We all know the 
end result.  We have given another $5 million to carry out another investigation over the next five to 10 years.  It 
has been proved that if we selectively thinned the area around the Canning Dam and Mundaring Weir, about 
40 gigalitres of water would flow into those catchment areas.   

Debate adjourned, on motion by Hon Ed Dermer. 
 


